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August : Bouquet Workshop
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Christmas trees available starting Nov. 24
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Nov. 28 - Dec. 20 Friday & Saturday : Turkey shoot
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o Elite “Chore Free” Retirement © 24 Hour Staff o
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Commitment ® 1 or 2 Bedroom Suites ® Independent
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When you became a Christian,
your first act was to accept Christ
as your Lord and Saviour. You
dethroned yourself; you renounced
the flesh and asked our Lord to take
His rightful place on the throne
of your life. It would have been
ideal if that was a one-time event,
but you know it wasn't. Although
your salvation was secure, it
marked only the beginning of
your transformation into Christ's
likeness. And since that day, every
step you've taken has called for a
new and fresh renunciation of self.

One of the strongest signs that
self overpowers us is a person's
difficulty in saying, "I was wrong."
Those simple words are so hard for
some of us. Our Lord, who sets
the example for us in many ways,
can't give us personal examples
in this area because He was never
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wrong, so He never had to admit
it. Of course, the Bible does give
us quite a bit of instruction in this
areca. James 5:16 says, “Confess
your faults one to another, and
pray one for another, that ye
may be healed.” Then we have
Proverbs 28:13 which says: "He
that covereth his sins shall not
prosper: but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy.”
James mentions healing, and
Proverbs mentions getting a fresh
start. The Bible makes it sound so
easy, but we all know it is not.

First, some people simply hate
to admit errors. Some of us don't
like to admit we made a mistake.
God says that confessing our sins
and failures will grant us a chance
to clean up the mess. It may take
a little time to rebuild a damaged
testimony, but over time, He can

Dr. T. D. Worthington

give us a fresh start. One of the
hardest things to admit is when you
were wrong about your internalized
belief system. Everyone has a
belief system, even non-Christians.
Everyone believes the world
operates in a certain way and
follows specific rules. Maybe we
grew up accepting certain things, so
we base our lives on them, whether
they are accurate or not.

“l was always taught that a
person who curses after they are
saved should be disqualified from
ministry.” I don't think Peter would
agree. "I have always believed
that a believer who commits
adultery is marred for life." David
might argue that point. I am not
condoning any of these things, but
they are part of the internalized
belief system of some folks, and it
is hard for them to admit they are



wrong. Some believe in salvation
by works, confessing their sins
to a priest, or fear losing their
salvation, all because it is part of
their internalized belief system.

It takes courage to admit you're
wrong, especially when it involves
ideas you've held for years or
beliefs of those you respect. It

demands  growth, rethinking
your actions and values, and
recognizing you're wrong—if

indeed you are.

The religious leaders who killed
Jesus were unwilling to loosen
their distorted theology enough to
see that the Messiah would not be
a conquering king, but a suffering
servant. Those claiming to be the
most godly people in Israel at the
time, missed the Messiah because
they refused to admit they were
wrong. They wouldn't change their
beliefs to align with what God was
doing.

Next, let’s talk about healing.
Getting God's forgiveness is easy,
and while it may not always be as
simple, asking for forgiveness from
others shouldn't be a major obstacle
either. If you seek forgiveness, you
confess, repent, and accept it. Then,
it should be granted. Healing,
however, is not always so simple.
This is not about physical healing
but emotional healing—a healing
of the self and relationships.
This kind of healing demands
convincing yourself and others that
you are truly repentant.

I Was Wrong, But...

This is when our creative streak
really begins to show. "I was
wrong, but it was your fault. Or
perhaps, “Someone deceived me,

so it was their fault”—or a thousand
other reasons you did what you
did. The fact is, all that might be
true, but that kind of thinking will
hinder real healing. Your thoughts
and feelings aren't the only ones
that matter. Even if you believe
you're only 5% responsible and
the other person was 95% wrong,
you still need to accept your part.
God holds us accountable for our
mistakes, not for someone else's.
You should focus on your 5% and
acknowledge it to whoever it needs
to be acknowledged to.

If we don't take responsibility and
admit our role in failure, others
won’t be motivated to help us heal
and restore. Why would they?
Sometimes, even when we are at
fault, we still like to control the
narrative. “I did wrong, and I
want you to restore me, but you
must do it my way.” Have you
ever known someone like that? A
person who, even amid failure, is
still controlling, manipulative, self-
absorbed, and insensitive towards
others, and pushes to achieve their
own agenda. Such a person usually
cares mainly about themselves and
sees others only as a means to an
end.

Often, such a person cannot enjoy a
mature, loving relationship because
his thoughts are so self-focused.
He knows little about sacrificial
love for the benefit of others. He
does not understand how to love
unconditionally. He only gives to
receive. He attempts to manipulate
situations to serve his own selfish
interests rather than those of others.
People are seen as objects to be
controlled, not individuals to be
loved. Such a person will never
experience genuine healing.

Finally, Let’s Talk About A Fresh
Start.

Often, the quickest way to rebuild
a relationship is by admitting
mistakes. But why in the world
would anybody risk that kind of
honesty? Simple, because it’s worth
the risk. The fresh start begins as
we set aside this burden of “having
to be right” and "fear of being
wrong."” When you realize you're
wrong, dare to admit it. Do you
remember when the curtain was
lifted? It was then that the Wizard
of Oz had the most to offer those
who came seeking his help.

Now, I wish I could tell you that
everything will always turn out
fine if you confess and repent of
your failures. However, it doesn't
always work that way. Many times,
admitting our guilt might still lead
to a termination, a divorce, a loss
of friendship, or some other painful
consequence. Still, it doesn't make
sense to excuse our failures and
avoid that day of reckoning. We all
make mistakes—many of them. We
all sin and make poor decisions. We
are all likely to stumble. But that's
what the process of becoming more
like Christ is about—Christians
constantly working to step down
from the throne of their lives and
instead enthrone Christ, aligning
their lives with God.

So, when was the last time you
admitted to someone that you were
wrong? Wrong, with no excuses
and no hold-backs.

Dr. Worthington has been
in the ministry nearly
fifty years and serves as
President of Pathway
Ministries and Christian
Bible College.
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Have you ever been in a wonderful
mood, and everything seemed to
be going great? The weather is
perfect, no crisis at the moment,
and those around you seem to be
happy. And your favorite part of
the day is being out, spending time
with someone you love. Isn’t it sad
how one incident can change the
atmosphere?

We were at a store picking up a
gift when the line slowed because
cashiers were handling refunds. As
we waited, people behind us grew
disgruntled, but one customer was
especially vocal. I stayed quiet,
knowing that speaking up would
cause more conflict, though I
wanted to reassure her that the staff
were trying their best and might

4 PathPointe

be shorthanded. We often judge
without knowing all the facts.
When she finally left the line, those
who had complained felt relieved
and expressed gratitude that peace
had returned.

Temporarily, this woman changed
the mood. My husband and I had
been talking, but grew quiet when
she started speaking behind us.
Others in line also became uneasy.
Some joined in at first, but as her
complaining intensified, everyone
fell silent. When she finally left, the
atmosphere shifted.

After I returned home, I began
to reflect on what had happened
earlier that day. I can only imagine
what it would be like to live with

[
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this woman. It is probably very
difficult to please her. A critical
spirit affects our lives in so many
ways. As a Christian, we have no
business having a condemning
attitude. It is surprising how many
Christians have a critical spirit.
What is accomplished by criticism?
Condemnation only harms others.
It is not given with an attitude of
love. I Corinthians 16:14 states
that everything we do should be
done in love. Critical people are
not correcting a situation. They are
upset that something did not go
their way. Often, they don’t have all
the facts and jump to conclusions.
Many families and friendships
have been torn apart by a critical
spirit. I know of families and
friendships that were damaged by



unkind deeds or harsh words that
criticized the actions of others. In
two situations, the individuals were
too proud to make it right with each
other, and they have not spoken
for years. Each thinks the other
should apologize. The innocent
bystanders were the children. The
grandchildren could no longer see
their grandparents, and the children
of their friends could no longer
see their friends. How sad! Worst
of all, they both professed to be
Christians.

Matthew 7 warns us of the
consequences of a critical spirit.
Verse 2 tells us that when we judge
others, we will be judged the same
way. Have you ever done that? I
know many young parents will
criticize the way other people are
raising their children, but lo and
behold, in a couple of years, they
are doing the same thing. As people,
we tend to notice these things, but
our Lord notices them even more
because He sees our hearts. When
we are judgmental, it comes back to
haunt us. When we see the wrongs
of others, God brings them to light
in us. He shows us how hypocritical
we are. We are not to be looking for
fault. We are to be witnesses and to
show love.

Faultfinding is a negative attribute.
Verses 3-5 speak of the mote and
the beam. When we criticize others,
it shows we have a bigger problem.
In many cases, it is an indication of
pride. Someone did not bow to our
image, so we crucify them with our
words. In Daniel, when Shadrach,
Meshack, and Abednego did not
bow to the image the king set up,
he was filled with rage and fury.
Why was he so angry? They did not
bow to his values and his ideals.

He was willing to throw them into
the fire because they dared to defy
him. Don’t we do the same thing?
When we are critical of others, we
throw them into our fire. Most of
the time, we are not content to keep
our criticism to ourselves; we must
tell everyone we know.

When we criticize our brother, it
reveals we have a bigger problem.
The Scripture refers to this as the
beam. Perhaps the beam is pride,
but it may also be our reaction to
the mote. Often, a person does
something they shouldn’t, and
it is wrong. Unfortunately, our
self-righteous attitude is a bigger
problem than the original sin. Verse
5 calls us hypocrites when we feel
superior to others. Until we get the
beam out of our eye, until we deal
with our own sin, we cannot help
anyone else.

We do have a responsibility to help
those who have strayed, but the
Scriptures give strict instructions
in these matters. For example,

Galatians 6:1-2 teaches that those
who are spiritual are to restore
the fallen individual in a spirit of
meekness, with a strong warning
to consider ourselves lest we be
tempted. Therefore, our attitude
needs to be one of humbleness,
realizing that, except for the grace
of God, we could be in the same
situation. Because of this, we need
to restore with a heart of love and
gentleness and bear each other’s
burdens. Let us be supportive and
help each other along the way, as
we all need each other.

May I Corinthians 16:14 always
be our life’s motto. “Let all your
things be done with charity.” So,
in every situation, let Christ’s love
shine through us!

Dr. Worthington has
five children and
twelve grandchildren.
She serves as Principal
of Pathway Christian
Academy in Goldsboro.
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Soon, itwill be Valentine’s season—
the season of love. But never let
us puff ourselves up, thinking that
we originated love. God is love,
and He delivered that love to His
people. Then He commissioned
and empowered us to share that
love with the world.

We all know that love was first
defined by God because God is
love. God originated love, and love
was then given to us through the
finished work of Christ, leading to
our salvation. This, in turn, prompts
us to return love back to God. But
then, what is supposed to happen?

Sl
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Love is Distributed

Love is meant to be shared. In fact,
the Bible seems to suggest that how
we share it tests its original delivery
to us. If [ tell you I ordered a box of
candy and then give you a piece, it
proves it was delivered to me. The
delivery of God’s love to you and
me is tested by how we share that
love.

The Bible makes this clear. I John
4:7: “Beloved, let us love one
another.” Verse 11: “Beloved, if
God so loved us, we ought also to
love one another.” Verse 21: “And
this commandment we have from
Him, that he who loveth God, love
his brother also.”

So, God has given us love; we are
called to share it. In other words,
John might say, “Brothers and
sisters, if you're not sharing God's
love with others, perhaps you
should examine yourselves and see
if you have the love of God in you.”

Your Christian SuperStations!

The understanding of God’s love
through Christ clearly confirms
God’s love for us, but it also comes
with a duty to spread that love to
others.

That is the message we strive
to share every day through the
ministry of GoMix Christian
Radio. Our mission is to spread
the love of God to a world that
needs it so desperately. We express
our gratitude to all of our Faith
Partners, Programmers, and
Business Underwriters who help
make our programming possible.

For Additional Information:
GoMix Radio
PO Box 1895
Goldsboro, NC 27533
call 252-747-8887 or
fax 866-537-8189
www.gomixradio.org
When Writing, Please Enclose
Your Mailing Address And Partner
Number.




In this fallen, sin-cursed world, we are not perfect.
Although the love we have for friends and family can
be strong and seem unconditional, it is also imperfect.
As we think of the sacrifices we would make for
others, even with our imperfect love, how much more
so should we be amazed at what our Heavenly Father
has done and will do for us, His children?

This Valentine’s Day, as you think of those special
people in your life who mean the most to you, don’t
forget where love began. As you think of the sacrifices

7:30-8:00 - Mommg Chores
8:00 - 10:00 - Horse Time
10:00 - 10:30 - Snack & Activity
10:30-12:30 Pool Time

12:00 - Lunch

1 00 3 %0 Movie

6131 TOWN CREEKSRDNEUMECIINANCR

you would be willing to make for those you love, try to
think of just how much more our Lord loves and cares
for you! You are never alone. You are never unloved.
He’s your Perfect Valentine!

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

s S, -V
HORSHENIE

§ (el00)AMR12:30/EM|
$ Z IB sibling discounts
available

Snackiglunch
provided

RIDINGE EEMED}IB E SEUN|
Register at: cavvietta.com/camps
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Apples to
Dragges

Dr. Glenn Mills

I am sure most of us have heard the statement,
“You can’t compare apples to oranges.” Well, 1
would have to say I totally agree with that. But
you can compare apples to apples and oranges to
oranges. | am not a big fruit eater, but [ do prefer
apples over oranges. That may not be your choice,
but it would be my choice.

However, there are some apples I do not care to
eat. I do not like a soft apple; ever. My favorite
apples come from the hills of North Carolina and
Virginia. They are simply delicious! I remember
as a boy my parents would go to the mountains
in the fall of the year for a few days, most likely
to escape their four lovable kids. Sometimes they
would bring us back a small souvenir, but mainly
8  PathPointe

they would bring back a case of those awesome
mountain apples. As soon as they unpacked, I
would put some of those apples in the fridge and
get them cold. It makes my mouth water just to
remember the cool sweetness of those apples. My
point here is, all apples are not the same and I’'m
sure not all oranges are the same either.

In daily life, we make a lot of comparisons. We
compare what store has the best meat prices.
Kim’s parents have reached that wonderful age
where they can tell you from week to week exactly
what the meat prices are at each store in our area.
Have you been to the mailbox lately? Believe me,
the advertising department of these stores know
the power of comparison.



As many of you know, my sweet, loving wife,
Kim, is the Google queen. With the help of the
internet, she is always looking for a deal. Not
only in price, but she checks the “stars” for the
item’s ratings by other customers as well. I'm
so glad she didn’t look me up on Google before
she agreed to marry me. I wonder how many
stars I would have gotten (no comments needed,
thank you). Like many of you, Kim and I like to
eat out occasionally and through our process of
comparison, we have a list of favorite restaurants.
The same goes for other places we like to go and
things we like to do.

When buying a car, we all compare prices, gas
mileage, comfort, etc., but even then we most
likely compare dealerships. And what about
services businesses provide? As we all should
know by now, cheaper does not mean better.
There is still much truth to the old saying, “You
get what you pay for,” even though sometimes I
just end up paying for what I get. Woe is me and
shame on them!

We use all types of things, thoughts, feelings,
and experiences to make comparisons, which
is not always good. Sadly,
some Christians even compare
churches. The minister must
have the right preaching style.
The praise and worship music
must sound a certain way. The
church facilities have to meet
certain economic standards.
The church programs must meet
their needs without too much
involvement from them. The
people must be friendly, but
not too friendly. We must find
the place God desires us to be
and serve, while not comparing
it with what other churches are
doing.

While there are many things we
can compare, there is one thing
we should never compare and
that is comparing ourselves to
others. While it is good to look

at someone else for inspiration or motivation, we
should never compare ourselves to someone else.
God made each one of us special to do awesome
things and be world changers with the gifts and
abilities He has given us. It breaks my heart when
I hear of people professing a different gender,
not realizing God made them to be who they are.
Changing that would be accepting less than they
were created to be. Satan is a master at getting us
to focus on what others can do, where they live,
how they dress, and their gifting and talents.

One very valuable lesson I have learned over the
years is that when I compare myself to others, it
will steal my joy. I have never met a happy person
who was comparing themselves to someone else.
I remember once wanting to preach like a well-
known preacher I knew. I started saying things the
way he did and dressing like he dressed.

One morning while in prayer, God spoke to me and
told me He did not need a duplicate of that person.
Instead, He needed a Glenn Mills who would do
what he had been created to do. Why do we seem
to see other’s potential and yet not see our own?
A wise person once said that the sun and moon
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both shine when it is their time. God made each
of us different to accomplish different things.
We don’t have to be better, we just have to be
ourselves. Can we improve? Certainly. Our main
concern should be whether we are pleasing God
with what He has given us to do and be.

If we try to be like someone else, then the world
misses out on what God designed each one of us
to be. We cause a void every time we compare
ourselves to other people and try to be like them.
How many are missing God’s anointing that
would be flowing through them if they would just
be themselves? How many songs have not been
written because they are marching to another’s
beat? How many hurts are not being healed
because we’re not sharing the hurts and pains
that made us who we are? How much of the work
of God has gone undone by His children because
they are trying to be like someone else?

Even in the world’s marketplace, there is great
value in a “one of a kind.” How much more

(252) 439-0840

CARPET DESIGN -
Offering:

CENTER Yy

* CeramicTile

* Stair Runners

* Luxury Vinyl Plank
* Hardwood Flooring
* Custom Area Rugs

Full Service Sales & Installation!

3205 S Memorial Drive
Greenville, NC 27834

www.carpetdesigncenteronline.com

- . PIZZAVILLA

Since 1973
Tuesday Night All You
Can Eat Spaghetti Special!

$6.50

“Dine In Only”

:.’ i Open: Tuesday thru Saturday
k '*“ 1HAM-9PM
Closed Sunday & Monday

1400 West Vernon Avenue, Kinston, NC (252) 527-2260
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valuable are you considering God did not create
anyone else like you? Don’t allow Satan to
steal your divine identity. The most contented
Christians I know are those who know who they
are in Christ. He is the only one to whom we
should ever compare ourselves. Our goal should
be to be more like Him in every way. With the
help of God’s Word and His Holy Spirit we can
become more like Jesus every day. We may look
like ordinary fruit to the world, but we are the
apple of God’s eye.

Dr. Glenn Mills is a long time supporter

of GoMix Christian Radio and a full-time
Evangelist with Glenn Mills Ministries. More
information is available at
www.glennmillsministries.com

m When You Need Us -
Jackson & Sons We'll Be There!
Providing Heating And Alr
Solutions Since 1974.
JacksonandSons.com 919-734-9611
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When We Don’t Feel the Love

There are those special times when we are walking hand

in hand with God in perfect communication. The love
between us is obvious. We can feel it. But sometimes, we
feel like the love between us and our Heavenly Father has
waned. We don’t feel like reading our Bibles or praying.
We are not holding His hand with the fervency that we have
before. We don’t feel the grip of His hand holding ours.

W% Those times can be spiritually discouraging.
l;%te’rs

Mrs. Connie . .
: \P‘ Sometimes, we have caused the distance between ourselves

and Him. But when careful, Spirit-led examination of

our hearts finds no sin to explain our feelings, we must
recognize that we cannot trust our feelings. Charles
Stanley, in his book, The Power of Love acknowledged that
there are times when “the Bible seems cold, our prayers

listless, and our commitment to church uncertain...” If our
feelings control us then, we will sink into guilt and self-
condemnation.

No matter how much we feel that we have left our Father,
we can trust that He is still with us grasping our hand as
much as He always does. Remember that love is more than
a feeling. Love is a decision. We can renew our love for
God by deciding to override feelings and making a decision

to express love for Him even though it may not be what we
feel.

Instead of trying to work up an enthusiasm aiming for a
love for God, we should focus on God’s love for us. When
we understand the kind of love that God has for us, His
everlasting love elicits a response. He gave His most
precious treasure, knowing in advance the extreme price
that it would cost. He did that, not for His friends, but

for His enemies so that He could have fellowship with

us. Romans 5:8 says, “But God commendeth (showed)

his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” Who does that? That is real love to
its fullest extent. When we recognize His love for us, can
we not respond likewise, sacrificing our desires? Let us
make the decision to reciprocate, at least as much as we are
humanly capable. Take a moment to lift your arms toward
heaven, give Him a hug, and 'Wf

tell Him that you love Him. ,
Ponder that!

“:i Myrs. Connie Peters has

| two children and resides

.| in Princeton, NC. Now
retired, she formerly served
as an instructor at Pathway
Christian Academy in

Goldsboro.
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